
Dermatomiositis como manifestación clínica secundaria a neoplasia subyacente

Dermatomyositis as a clinical manifestation secondary to underlying neoplasm

Dermatomyositis is an idiopathic inflammatory disease that affects the skin and skeletal muscle. In 
some cases, it may present as a paraneoplastic syndrome, that is, as an initial or concomitant mani-
festation of an occult neoplasm. Scientific literature indicates that the association with oncological 
processes is frequent, with ovarian, lung, and breast neoplasms being the most common. To a lesser 
extent, its relationship with colorectal cancer has been reported, occurring in approximately 15–20% 
of cases.¹

Panel A shows the image of a case diagnosed during the evaluation of a suspected lung tumor, while 
Panel B illustrates a case of colon tumor initially presenting with cutaneous lesions associated with 
digestive symptoms. In both cases, the definitive diagnosis was established through skin biopsy.
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Panel A. Paraneoplastic dermatomyositis associated with lung neoplasm. A.1. View of the flexor sur-
face of the left forearm showing diffuse erythema with violaceous erythematous macules and pa-
pules distributed in a “chalazoid” pattern.  A.2. Bilateral heliotrope sign characterized by violaceous 
erythema and periorbital edema.

 A.1  A.2

 B.1  B.2

mailto:yasmanyailen%40gmail.com?subject=Sobre%20su%20art%C3%ADculo%20%22Liquen%20plano%20hipertr%C3%B3fico%22
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-0581-847X
https://revcolumnamedica.sld.cu/index.php/columnamedica/article/view/323/
https://revcolumnamedica.sld.cu/index.php/columnamedica/article/view/323/
mailto:daniel.quintana%40infomed.sld.cu%0D%0D?subject=
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://revcolumnamedica.sld.cu/index.php/columnamedica/index
mailto:https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?subject=
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.ecimed.sld.cu/


References
 1. Jaramillo Santos MA, Sánchez Gil A, Valen-
cia Uribe A, Arango Molano L. Dermatomio-
sitis y cáncer colorrectal: reporte de caso y 
revisión de la literatura. Rev. colomb. de Gas-
troenterol. [Internet]. 2021 [citado 24 oct. 
2025]; 36 (Supl.1): 91-97. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.22516/25007440.615

Author contribution
Salazar Rodríguez Y: Conceptualization, inves-
tigation, methodology, project administration,
resources, supervision, visualization, writing –
original draft, writing – review & editing.

Conflict of Interest  
The author declares no conflict of interest.

Funding sources
The author did not receive funding for the de-
velopment of this article.

Editorial team
Maricela Alvarez Vega  
Editor and Copyeditor 
Mayabeque Faculty of Medical Sciences. 
Mayabeque, Cuba.

Beatriz Barranco González 
Translation
Mayabeque Faculty of Medical Sciences.
Mayabeque, Cuba.

Leany Díaz Delgado  
Managing Editor
Mayabeque Faculty of Medical Sciences.
Mayabeque, Cuba.

Editor
Luis Manuel Abreu Pereira 
Mayabeque Faculty of Medical Sciences. 
Mayabeque, Cuba.
Pedro Kourí Institute of Tropical Medicine. 
Havana, Cuba.

Revisores externos
Ilian Esteban Tarife Romero 
Mayabeque Faculty of Medical Sciences. 
Mayabeque, Cuba.

Leany Díaz Delgado 
Mayabeque Faculty of Medical Sciences. 
Mayabeque, Cuba.

© 2026: Salazar Rodríguez Y.

2

ISSN: 3005-6659
Columna Méd. 2026; Vol. 5: e323Salazar Rodríguez Y. 

Ciencias Médicas Mayabeque
www.revcolumnamedica.sld.cu  CC-BY 4.0

Panel B. Paraneoplastic dermatomyositis associated with colon tumor. B.1. Presence of diffuse 
erythematous lesions and erythematous macules in a “chalazoid” distribution on the anterior abdo-
men. B.2. Extension of the lesions over the anterolateral surface of the left thigh.
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